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Dear guests, sisters and brothers linked by a common fate,
ladies and gentlemen!
Human memory, the ability to remember the events happening long ago, has its limitations. And it is a good thing. People should rather be focused to the future, to the actions that are ahead of them. People should concentrate and think over what is needed and what has to be done. This does not apply to all situations. The current course of events makes us look back and think about the history. I mean the history 70 years back from now. It is a cold night, I am lying in a cold primitive long house reffered to as a "block“, I am on a bunk bed, third floor, huddled from both sides by people with the same destiny – and I am listening. There is another train approaching the ramp of the extermination camp of Auschwitz – Birkenau. The train consists of freight cars originally designed for transportation of cattle – 15 horses or cows. Now, there are people inside, tens, hundreds, thousands of people. They are all literally mixed with suitcases and packs containing the remnants of their last possessions. And there are children among all this, too. Even very small children, infants cuddled up to their mothers. Children, whose life should commence, but, for them, there is no future anymore. Couple of minutes will pass, maybe hours and they will all turn into a black smoke rising up to the dark sky overarching the place of death. 
What did they do? Did they commit a sin, now in their innocence? What is it that killed them? The answer is hidden in one word. The word is h a t r e d. It is the hatred of people, who only remind of people because of their outer appearance. The hatred of creatures, for whom there is no other truth than the one of their own, the truth for which they are ready to kill.
70 years passed since that time. Three generations exchanged. The will to beat and to kill persists, though. Somewhere it is happening in a form of night raids, in other places bombs explode. Even the poison gas has yet again become a murder weapon. In our country we all are aware of what lies behind the call “Let’s get them“. And again, the most innocent and the most vulnerable are in danger – the children. The hatred is timeless. The reasons are always easy to find. One could be a member of a different tribe. Somebody could believe in other God. Another one has a different colour of skin. Other people could have different habits or belong to a different social class, could be of different origin, ethnic group, all these could be a reason for hatred. Simply said, it is a hatred towards t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o n e s. We should not be comforted by the mere statement: “S o  f a r we are able to stop them“.
Let us ask ourselves what the nowadays young generation know about the atrocities their great grand parents had to go through. What do they know about the horrific consequences each of the mass hatreds lead to? What did every single so called “collective guilt“ lead to. Do the young people today have enough awareness of the past experience of their predecessors in order to incorporate those into their lives, their thinking, in order to make it a strong warning signal that would help them refuse the attempts of all the street roarers and propagators of easy violent solutions like, for example, the recent happenings in Ostrava or other Czech towns near to our borders?
The answer to the question, having met many young people who will once become the leading generation of ours, is, unfortunately, not very ideal. They know too little. Some of them know nothing at all. What more, there are even few of them, who understand the historical connection between the gas chambers of Auschwitz and today’s neo-Nazi cries such as: “Czechia to the Czechs only“, “Gipsies to India“ and “Let us get them!“
It is a matter-of-course that the physical violence against those o t h e r s, those different, as somebody says, is not a solution but crime. The only way is a well thought-out and long-term positive influence of people. As we like to say today - “a long-distance run“. What we need to do, though, is to stand on a starting line.
There is a lot of evidence that the testimony of the eyewitnesses of the murders that happened long ago catches the attention of the young generation, influences their thinking and, if well-told, it could also show the connection with nowadays events and help them look at the negative phenomena from a different perspective. The evidence has the ability to help, it is the cogent argument for building a barrier against those, who, under the pretext of patriotism, force us to believe in the ideals of neo-Nazzism. 
The number of the eyewitnesses is decreasing. Somewhere there only are couple of  individuals. We shall put stress on the critical features helping us not to forget, we have to organise the meetings with the eyewitnesses, people born very long ago, and record their authentic testimony on videos and sound recording media. The reason for this is simple; we have to preserve the strength of their undoubtable arguments for the coming generations.
Please, let us think hard about this proposal, which is, at the same time, a favour to ask you. The reason for this is to give our today’s meeting another dimension, which is the ability to influence the thinking of our next generations. 

