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The Address of Barbara Stamm, 

President of the Bavarian State Parliament,

on the occasion of The Day of Commemoration in Memory of Victims of the Holocaust

and Prevention of Crimes Against Humanity

Senate of the Czech Parliament

January 27, 2017

Survivors,

my previous speaker,

ladies and gentlemen.
A few months ago, a man died in Munich whose life links our two countries: Max Mannheimer. Born in 1920 in the former country of Czechoslovakia, as a young man he had to suffer all the crimes committed against people in your country, in particular Jews, by Nationalist Socialist Germany: humiliation, internment, the death of almost his entire family in the gas chamber, starvation, disease and abuse. 
Max Mannheimer survived the Concentration Camps in Theresienstadt, Auschwitz, Warsaw and Dachau. After his liberation, he swore that he would never return to Germany. But that is exactly what he finally did. As witness of the Holocaust, Max Mannheimer engaged in countless discussions up until his death to pass on his memories, especially to the young generation: 
He was an admonisher and reconciler - and we are deeply grateful to him for that. His message to our generation was - and I would like to quote him here: "You are not responsible for what happened. But you are responsible for making sure that it never happens again." unquote. Max Mannheimer would no doubt like to be here at this first joint memorial service of the Czech Republic and Bavaria.

My very dear Mr. Štĕch, Mr. Papoušek, Mr. Klíma,
On behalf of the entire Bavarian State Parliament and also acting on behalf of the Foundation for Bavarian Memorials and its Director, Karl Freller, but also above all very personally, I would like to thank you for having us as guests here today. I am aware that this is by no means something to be taken for granted. I know that it was a major effort for a lot of you because your home and country endured particular suffering early on under the Nationalist Socialists. 
And that is why we have come to Prague today full of gratitude: to remember these ghastly atrocities that we are commemorating today.
You may rest assured: the Bavarian State Parliament is keenly appreciative of this major act of reconciliation. From the bottom of my heart, I would like to say: we are beholden to you.

These are very moving moments for me. I look upon this a personal charge as well as obligation for our close cooperation in the future.
 Thank you.
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